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Climate and Corn-based Cropping Systems CAP 
Team Publication Guidelines 
Agreed upon at Annual Meeting, November 2011 
Addendum approved, March 2014 
Minor adjustments made afterwards by Project Operations to clarify formatting issues, etc.  
 
 
This document and other project-based templates and materials are at: 
https://sites.google.com/site/sustainablecorn/publications 
 
 
Guidelines developed by the CSCAP Publications Committee: Lois Wright Morton, Eileen 
Kladivko, Dennis Todey, Cathy Kling, and Lori Abendroth 
 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
Guidelines developed for research, extension, and education publications developed by CSCAP faculty, 
staff, and students. Recommendations for proper citation, credit, and acknowledgement vary based on 
type of publication and complexity. Recommendations are given for each category of publication; 
exceptions and variations are possible but should be brought to the committee prior to publication for 
verification. Contact Lori Abendroth (labend@iastate.edu) with questions; she will forward to the 
committee as necessary or address herself.  
 
These guidelines apply to publications derived from CSCAP data secured on a password protected 
central database. One exception to these guidelines is the socio-economic survey data jointly funded 
and collected in conjunction with U2U, a USDA-NIFA standard climate grant. These survey data will be 
secured on the password protected site of each group and used under the same guidelines as stated in 
this document. 
 
 
Guidelines are developed for five types of team output: 
 
1 – Refereed Journal Articles and Technical Reports 
2 - Education and Extension Curricula and Publications 
3 – Presentations: Field, Conferences, and Societal Meetings 
4 – Theses and Dissertations 
5 – Media: Videos, Web Site, Etc. 
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CATEGORY 1: Refereed Journal Articles and Technical Reports 
 
[1.] Using field/primary data from state level sites 
 [a] List lead author and coauthor(s) as recommended by journal. 
 [b] Include personnel only directly involved with field/primary research. 
 [c] Include Acknowledgement option [1]. 
[d] Include this statement at the end of Acknowledgement option [1] also: “Research data and 
supporting metadata are stored in the team’s centralized Climate and Cropping Systems 
database.” 
 
 
[2.] Combining field/primary data from 2 or more states’ scope of work  
 [a] List lead author and coauthor(s) as typically done per respective journal. 
 [b] Include personnel only directly involved with field/primary research. 
 [c] Include Acknowledgement option [1]. 
[d] Include this statement at the end of Acknowledgement option [1] also: “Research data and 
supporting metadata are stored in the team’s centralized Climate and Cropping Systems 
database.” 
  
[3.] Using primary data for secondary analysis (e.g. modeling and/or survey analyses) 
 [a] List lead author and coauthor(s) as typically done per respective journal. 
[b] Next, include PI’s whose field research/primary data comprise the dataset used for analysis 
and/or modeling. Include PI names in alphabetical order. This may or may not include all PI’s* on 
CSCAP dependent on which field sites/primary data are used in the paper.  
*PI needs to decide whether a staff or student should be listed instead of themselves based on time spent 
on respective dataset.   
[c] Agreement form (page 6) must be initiated prior to publication by the first author with a copy 
submitted to the CSCAP operations team. It is recommended that secondary users initially 
consult with data owners prior to analysis for clear communication and agreement. 
 [d] Include Acknowledgement option [2]. 
[e] Include this statement at the end of Acknowledgement option [2] also: “Research data and 
supporting metadata were accessed from the team’s centralized Climate and Cropping Systems 
database.” 
 
 
CATEGORY 2: Education and Extension Curricula & Publications  
(Peer Review or Not Peer Review) 
 
[1.] State-based publication 
 [a] List lead author and coauthor(s). 
 [b] Include Acknowledgement option [3]. 
 [c] Include Publication number as described on page 5, if possible. 
 [d] Include institution logo as primary logo at page header. 
 [e] Include the Sustainablecorn.org logo at the page footer. 
 [f] Include the USDA logo next to the CSCAP logo at the page footer. 
 [g] Include disclaimer on bottom of last page (see page 5).  
 
[2.] Publication from 2 or more states’ scope of work 
 [a] List lead author and coauthor(s) as typically done. 
 [b] Include Acknowledgement option [3]. 
 [c] Include Publication number as described on page 5, if possible.  
 [d] Include multiple institution logos if desired.  
 [e] Include the Sustainablecorn.org logo as primary logo at page header or footer. 
 [f] Include the USDA logo next to the CSCAP logo at page header or footer. 
[g] Include disclaimer on bottom of last page (see page 5). 
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CATEGORY 3: Presentations: Field, Conferences, and Societal Meetings 
 
[1.] Individual PI or state-based 
[a] Use standardized PowerPoint (PPT) or poster template if possible, provided by CSCAP 
operations. If not using the standardized version, please adhere to points [c, d, e, f] listed here.  
[b] List lead author and coauthor(s) as typically done. 
[c] Include Acknowledgement [1] on last slide or bottom of poster.  
 [d] Include institution logo at the top left of poster or in the bottom left of PPT slide.  
[e] Include the Sustainablecorn.org logo at the top right of poster or in the bottom right of PPT 
slide. 
 [f] Include the USDA logo next to the CSCAP logo at the top right of poster or in the bottom right 
 of PPT slide. 
  
[2.] Group presentations and/or using multi-state data in presentation 
[a] Use standardized PowerPoint (PPT) or poster template if possible, provided by CSCAP 
operations. If not using the standardized version, please adhere to points [c, d, e, f] listed here. 
[b] List lead author and coauthor(s) as typically done. 
[c] Include Acknowledgement [1] on last slide or bottom of poster.  
[d] Include multiple institution logos, if desired, at the top left of poster or in the bottom left of PPT 
slide.  
[e] Include the Sustainablecorn.org logo at the top right of poster or in the bottom right of PPT 
slide. 
 [f] Include the USDA logo next to the CSCAP logo at the top right of poster or in the bottom right 
 of PPT slide. 
 
 
 
CATEGORY 4: Theses and Dissertations 
 
[1.] Research on individual component of CSCAP, within state scope of work. 
 [a] List student and committee as typically done. 
 [b] Include Acknowledgement option [1]. 
[c] If part of the thesis or dissertation is published in a refereed journal, follow the respective 
guidelines (see CATEGORY 1).  
 
[2.] Research using CSCAP data for secondary analyses (e.g. modeling and/or survey analyses), within 
or across state’s scope of work. 
 [a] List student and committee as typically done.  
[b] In the Acknowledgement section or Materials & Methods, include PI’s who conducted field 
research/survey collection that comprise the dataset used for analyses and/or modeling. Include 
PI names in alphabetical order. This may or may not include all PI’s on CSCAP dependent on 
which primary data are used in paper.  
 [c] Include Acknowledgement option [2]. 
[d] If part of the thesis or dissertation is published in a refereed journal, follow the respective 
guidelines (see CATEGORY 1). 
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CATEGORY 5: Media: Videos, Web site, etc.  
 
[1.] Individual PI 
 [a] List presenter as typically done, by title and institution. 
 [b] Include institution logo where appropriate.  
[c] Reference the funding source when speaking or at the bottom of webpages; e.g. use 
Acknowledgment [1]. 
 [d] Include the Sustainablecorn.org logo. 
 [e] Include the USDA logo. 
  
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TEXT 
 
All publications will include a reference to the funding agencies* and scope of CSCAP in the 
Acknowledgements section. Insert one of the following text options based on type of publication.  
*If funding beyond the USDA-NIFA grant was acquired, insert acknowledgement to additional agencies/sources 
next to or following the CSCAP reference.  
 
[1] This research is part of a regional collaborative project supported by the USDA-NIFA, Award 
No. 2011-68002-30190, “Cropping Systems Coordinated Agricultural Project: Climate Change, 
Mitigation, and Adaptation in Corn-based Cropping Systems.” Project Web site: 
sustainablecorn.org. 
 
[If space exists, also include:] 
The 11 institutions comprising the project team include the following Land Grant 
Universities and USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS): Iowa State University, 
Lincoln University, Michigan State University, The Ohio State University, Purdue 
University, South Dakota State University, University of Illinois, University of Minnesota, 
University of Missouri, University of Wisconsin, and USDA-ARS Columbus, Ohio.  
 
[2] This research is part of a regional collaborative project supported by the USDA-NIFA, Award 
No. 2011-68002-30190, “Cropping Systems Coordinated Agricultural Project: Climate Change, 
Mitigation, and Adaptation in Corn-based Cropping Systems.” The dataset used in this paper was 
derived from field research experiments conducted by name 1, name 2, …, name X (listed in 
alphabetical order) as part of the Cropping Systems CAP. Project Web site: sustainablecorn.org. 
 
[If space exists, also include:] 
The 11 institutions comprising the project team include the following Land Grant 
Universities and USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS): Iowa State University, 
Lincoln University, Michigan State University, The Ohio State University, Purdue 
University, South Dakota State University, University of Illinois, University of Minnesota, 
University of Missouri, University of Wisconsin, and USDA-ARS Columbus, Ohio.  
 
[3] The information contained within this [insert: publication/module/etc.] is based on extensive 
scientific research conducted at sites across the Midwest. This regional collaborative project is 
supported by the USDA-NIFA, Award No. 2011-68002-30190, “Cropping Systems Coordinated 
Agricultural Project: Climate Change, Mitigation, and Adaptation in Corn-based Cropping 
Systems.” Project Web site: sustainablecorn.org. 
 
[If space exists, also include:] 
The 11 institutions comprising the project team include the following Land Grant 
Universities and USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS): Iowa State University, 
Lincoln University, Michigan State University, The Ohio State University, Purdue 
University, South Dakota State University, University of Illinois, University of Minnesota, 
University of Missouri, University of Wisconsin, and USDA-ARS Columbus, Ohio.  
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IDENTIFICATION AND FORMALITY ISSUES 
 
Publication Number 
 
Many of the publications produced by CSCAP personnel will have the capability and need for a reference 
number. The following structure will be inserted at the bottom right corner of the publication. Contact Lori 
Abendroth (labend@iastate.edu) for reference number.    
 
Publication numbers will be set as: CSCAP-Number of publication in system-Year-State or Region 
 
Example, the first CSCAP publication produced for an Iowa audience is: CSCAP-0001-2011-IA 
 
 
 
Logos, Style, and Templates 
 
It is recommended that all affiliated publications and materials utilize standard publication guidelines 
whenever possible to remain consistent with the project’s visual identity and style.  
 
General guidelines: 
- Font: Arial, 11 point 
- Spacing: Single-spaced, paragraphs separated by line breaks 
- Colors: Based primarily off those listed as part of the visual identity (orange and blue) 
 
Logos are available in black/white or color. Use color logo for all print and web material when possible. 
Attain high resolution version of logos from CSCAP internal site.  
 
Resources are available on the internal site to help meet identity and style guidelines: 
https://sites.google.com/site/sustainablecorn/publications 
 
 
 
Disclaimer for University Produced Materials 
 
This is the most recent statement (as of 22 Nov 2011 via the USDA). You may use this or another 
version provided by your University. This is included here as a reference, if needed.  
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication 
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 
202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 800-795-3272 
(voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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Climate and Corn-based Cropping Systems CAP 
Team Publication Guidelines  
AGREEMENT FOR PUBLICATION 
 
 
The Cropping Systems Coordinated Agricultural Project (CSCAP): Climate Change, Mitigation, and 
Adaptation in Corn-based Cropping Systems is a multi-faceted, complex project aimed at answering 
questions important to researchers, policy makers, and citizens. To provide results and 
recommendations to others, we must work cooperatively in sharing and publishing data. Primary data, 
whether collected in field research plots, surveys, or landowner meetings, are needed for secondary 
analysis, e.g. crop, climate, and societal analyses and modeling.  
 
Use of primary data must be authorized by the data owners prior to publication. A reasonable amount of 
time must be given to primary owners of data to publish in their respective journals. It is expected 
secondary users of the data will know their journal’s stipulations regarding the disclosure of the dataset 
at time of publishing. This is an important clarification so that any published work on modeling does not 
unknowingly disqualify future publications of the dataset from occurring.  
 
It is the role of the data owner to assure the data is of highest quality with no known errors or changes 
expected to occur once it is uploaded to the team database. Secondary users may access and initially 
work with data contained in the database but must obtain PI agreement prior to publication.  
 
We affirm that it is highly desirable the owners of data be given an opportunity to review and comment on 
all publications that utilize their data. The primary data owners will improve the quality of analyses and 
the papers that describe them by providing insights into the quality and meaning of the data, the nature 
of the physical systems that they represent, and proper and correct use of the data. 
 
Toward this end, data owners should be given a period of at least twenty-one (21) days to review and 
comment on publications that utilize their data prior to journal submission. In some circumstances this 
may not be possible, such as use of data in special submissions that have a firm deadline, but such 
circumstances should be rare exceptions.  Ordinary journal submissions should be made only after 
review by the data owners and a discussion between the analysts and data owners of any comments 
resulting from the review. Owners of primary data are not, however, invested with the power to veto or 
delay a submission through inaction. It is expected that all members of the team will work together in a 
collaborative and supportive way, resulting in a large number of publications of superior quality. 
 
Authorship of primary data owners should be as outlined in Category 1, point 3 (page 2); in which data 
owners should be listed alphabetically following authors of the paper. Authors using datasets benefitting 
from compilation, visualization, interpretation, analysis, or synthesis performed by the data team should 
consider including data team members as authors as appropriate.   
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I have discussed this publication with all involved data owners and have followed the guidelines as stated in 
this document for my specific type of publication.   
 
Title of Publication: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Publisher: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Lead Author of Publication: ______________________________   Date _____________ 
 
 
I agree to use of the data, which was collected by myself and/or my team, for use in the lead author’s 
publication. My name, or someone on my team, will be included in the author list for this publication.   
 
Note: This form is designed for electronic signatures; simply click within each box to sign.  
 
Data Owners:  
          Printed Name            Signature           Date 
1.   ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
2.   ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
3.   ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
4.   ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
5.   ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
6.   ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
7.   ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
8.   ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
9.   ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
10. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
11. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
12. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
13. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
14. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
15. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
16. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
17. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
18. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
19. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
20. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
21. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
22. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
23. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
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24. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
25. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
26. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
27. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
28. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
29. ____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
30 .____________________________   ____________________________  ________________ 
 
